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President’s Message 
AITPM President’s Message, July 2009 
Hello fellow AITPM members, 
It’s now very early July so many Australians are 
going to experience a range of new, or 
increases in, fees, charges, and perhaps taxes 
by State and local governments.  For example, 
Queenslanders are to be hit at the petrol pump, 
no longer living with the luxury of the State’s 
previous 8c per litre fuel subsidy, bringing 
general motorists’ fuel costs into line with the 
other States.  A consolation is that they now 
don’t have to live with the real or perceived 
“price gouging” that has appeared in the past to 
make Queensland prices much closer than 8c 
to those in other States.  Environmental 
lobbyists argue that this Government’s decision 
brings public transport costs closer to parity 
with private transport.  However, my sense 
from sloppy  petrol price elasticities is that the 
State’s motorists will get used to the reversal of 
what was a reverse tax pretty quickly, an 
amount which can be less than day-of-the-
week fluctuation.  On the other hand, 
withholding this State revenue may help in 
some way the funding of the several major 
public transport infrastructure projects in 
progress; not to mention some of the cost of 
running the Transit Authority’s expanding 
service commitments. 
Other policy actions, such as a Federal 
Government review of taxation on employees’ 
package vehicles, which might discourage 
rather than encourage excess kilometres 
travelled, may have a greater environmental 
benefit.  Of course, a downside is that many 
vehicles used so are Australian built, and 
discouraging fleet turnover may damage an 
industry which faces ever increasing 
uncertainty, and particularly at the present, is in 
need of some care and attention.  I for one 
hope to this end that the new 4 cylinder (1.8L 
petrol or 2L diesel) so called “true Holden” 
Cruze and Toyota’s pending Camry Hybrid are 
both roaring successes, and will be taken up in 
droves as fleet and employee use vehicles.  I’m 
not sure what drive-trains Ford and Holden 
plan to drop into their next full sized models but 
even if they’re not Australian sourced, let’s 
hope they coordinate the requisite performance 
expected by the “Aussie Battler” with suitable 
green credentials.  I am also encouraged to 
see that already many Government fleet 
vehicles are smaller in size, but still fit for 
purpose.  For instance, my local police station 
uses the Camry based Aurion as a district car. 
I close again in reminding everyone that 
AITPM’s flagship event, the 2009 AITPM 
National Conference, Traffic Beyond Tomorrow, 
is being held in Adelaide from 5 to 7 August.  
www.aitpm.com has all of the details about how 
to register, sponsor a booth, session, etc.  
Best regards all, 
 
Jon Bunker 
